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before long a man bathed in sweat came galloping up on a horse
and announced that Yahsien's mother had suddenly been taken ill
and had practically lost her consciousness, and that they had better
come back as quickly as possible.
"My heart is confused," Yahsien said to her aunt. "I shall ride
on first and send the carriage back for you and my husband."
Yuanho proposed to go with her but the aunt, after some whispered
words with Yahsien's maid, stopped him, saying, "My sister will
undoubtedly die soon. You should stay and advise me what to do
about the funeral and other urgent matters instead of running off
with my niece." He stayed, therefore, and figured the expenses for
the funeral and the services. By the end of the day, the carriage
had not yet come back.
"Why is it that no word has come from rny niece?" the aunt
said, "Why don't you go and see what has happened? I shall
come soon myself."
Accordingly, Yuanho went. When he arrived at the Li house
he was astonished to find it securely locked and sealed with clay.
He inquired of a neighbor and received this reply: "The Lis had
rented this house. The lease has recently expired and the owner has
again taken possession. The Lis moved away yesterday." "Where
have they moved to?" he asked, and the neighbor answered that he
did not know.
Yuanho was about to hurry back to Hsuanyang and question
the aunt, but he soon realized that the day was too far gone to
undertake the journey. He pawned some of his clothes and bought
himself supper and hired a bed. But he was so angry and out-
raged that he did not once close his eyes from dusk till dawn. As
soon as day broke, he mounted his donkey and set out for the
aunt's house. Arriving there, he knocked on the door repeatedly
but for the space of a meal no one answered it. Then he shouted
at the top of his voice several times and it was not until then that a
servant came slowly out. "Is the aunt in?" Yuanho asked im-
patiently. "There is no such person here," was the answer. "But
she was here yesterday," Yuanho said. "Why does she avoid me?"
When he asked whose house it was, the man answered, "This is